
What CDL License is required?
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Is the vehicle a combination vehicle?

Class B Class B

Does the single 
vehicle have a
GVWR/GVW of 
26,001 pounds 
or more?

Does the trailer	
 have a GVWR/
GVW of 10,001 
pounds or more?

Does the power 
unit have a 
GVWR/GVW of 
26,001 pounds?

Class C

Is the vehicle 
designed to 
transport 16 or 
more people 
including the 
driver?

Class C

Does the vehicle 
transport 
placardable 
amounts of 
hazardous 
materials?

Class C

Is the GCWR* 
26,001 pounds 
or more?

Is the vehicle 
designed to 
transport 16 or 
more people 
including the 
driver?

Class C

Does the vehicle 
transport 
placardable 
amounts of 
hazardous 
materials

Class A

No CDL Required No CDL Required

*Gross combination weight rating (GCWR) is the greater of:
(1) A value specified by the manufacturer of the power unit, if such value is displayed on the Federal Motor Vehicle Safety Standard (FMVSS) certification 
label is required by the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration, or
(2) The sum of the gross vehicle weight ratings (GVWRs) or the gross vehicle weights (GVWs) of the power unit and the towed unit(s), or any combination 
thereof, that produces the highest value.
Exception: The GCWR of the power unit will not be used to define a commercial motor vehicle when the power unit is not towing another vehicle.

SOURCE: OHIO REVISED CODE

There are three classes of Commercial Driver Licenses:  CLASS “A”, CLASS “B”, and CLASS “C”.   
To see if a Commercial Driver License is required, follow the instructions and answer the questions below:
	 1.  Read the first question.  Choose the appropriate answer (YES or NO).
	 2.  Follow the arrow from the selected YES or NO answer to the next box.
	 3.  Read the question and choose the appropriate answer (YES or NO).
	 4.  Continue this process until you reach the box stating the required CDL class.


